Voltage-dependent cationic channels formed by a cytolytic toxin produced by Gardnerella vaginalis.
A cytolytic toxin produced by G. vaginalis was incorporated in artificial membranes and giant liposomes. The toxin formed ionic channels when incorporated in lipid bilayers. The electrical properties of such channels were studied. Current records revealed a unitary conductance of 126 pS (in symmetrical 150 mM KCl). The open state probability of the cytolysin formed channels was a function of the applied membrane potential. The permeability ratio of cations to anions was estimated to be 6.5.